areas in a mine which should be investigated by MSHA inspectors.
In short, without proper compliance by the operator under Part
50, the Secretary could not know what is going on in the mines
and, deprived of such information, he would be unable to decide
how best to meet his enforcement responsibilities. The citations
which are unusually detailed, further disclose an extraordinary
degree of negligence and fault on the operator's part. The Soli-
citor's representations concerning size, history, ability to con-
tinue, and good faith abatement are accepted.  In light of the
statutory criteria set forth in section 110(i) of the Act, I
determine the proposed settlements are appropriate and proper.
As set forth in the legislative history of section 110(k), quoted
supra, these penalties are intended to encourage the operator's
compliance with the Act's requirements.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED the recommended settlements be
APPROVED.

s further ORDERED the operator pay $2,000 within 30 days
date of this decision.

Paul  Merlin

Chief Administrative Law  Judge
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